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Tliomasenia Duncan. ESQ.
General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MUR6226

Dear. Ms. Duncan: - - ' ' .

This letter is submitted as a response to the Coo l̂aint ffled against JoimGaiamendi
grass C4n»a>mmftteett) hi MUR 6226. Hie Complaint

alleges violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (the "Act"), and
Federal Election Commission ("FEC") reg^dafons relating to dlsclara
television communications authorized by candidates. (11 CFR § 110.1 l(cX3X>i>)-)

Garamendi for Congress is the authorized principal campaign committee of John
Garamendi. Garamendi participated in a special election for the U.S. House of Representatives
for California's HP Congressional District on November 3,2009. The "Bad Penny"
advertisement, which is the subject of the oxnplaint.indudes a written statement that kfc^
the candidate, John Garamendi. The advertisement contains a deer photo of Mr. Garamendi,
along with written statements "Ganmendi for Congress^andTaidforbyGaramendifor
Congress." Simultaneously, John Ganmendi states in a vertd voice-over that he approves the
message. The text of "Bad Peony" is included as Attachinem A and if you
electronic version of the ad, we would be pleased to provide ft.

No intent to mislead voters regarding the party that paid for and approved the
advertisement existed. Any voter watching the advertisement would have no doubt that the
mmpaign m^pmveA ftycimiimmfaltiffli ^Mffl flll flK""fffrfl' ftatemAiUhy Mr taammendi thut he
approved of the message. Even a viewer watchmgwhliflb sound wboidundditandfliat the
caayaign issued and approved the advertisement due to the written statement thst the campaign
paid for the advertisement Thm| the *ti«H«im*r uam r]t*r*nAtxm*pcutw* ami dig placgment

could not be easily overlooked.
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The individual who produced the Committee's advertisements, Paul Kinney(1lCiiiiieyn)
of Paul Kiimey Productions, is experienced in producing political advertisements. He has
produced more than 20 spots for federal candidates along with extensive work for local and state
catyftdflrtftif "* CfKfrtnia. He believed *•* t*|e included d'fElfliff1" ^yg fldequatf mn^ ***** **•*
"Bad PennyM advertisement complied with federd mntirements. The advertisement was not
provided to legal counsel for review prior to being aired. The Committee received a copy of Mr.
Bell's complaint from the FEC after the election, and after the advertisement had ceased airing,
so had no opportunity to review the disclaimer hi response to Mr. BclPi complaint while the ad
Was Still being ailed W« Wi» •Hvi^H JTinney tiBg^trifag tlm mn^ct Hiylyinupr feqirifiemenfai and

will endeavor to ensure that future advertisements produced by the Committee comply with all
FEC regulations.

John Ganmendi and the Committee substantially complied wim the law because the
adveitisemenfs other verbal and written disclaimers D^
to not mislead tN*" Accorduigly we respectfully reouest that the Federal Rlffr**011 Commission
QiSDiiss tiii

Sincerely,

Betty Ami Downmg
Treasurer, Oaramendi for <
Legal Counsel, Oaramendi for Congress and QmgressmanJohnOaramendi

Attachment



ATTACHMENT A

Text of advertisement script "Bad Penny**

ANNOUNCER: Like pennies, each election has two sides. For Congress, on one side is
Ueutenant Governor John Oarameixii, a thirty-year fighter fOT On the other is
conservative Republican David Harmer, who wrote a book that proposes ending public
education. He also supports privatizing Social Security and cutting Medicare. John Garamendi
will fight for seniors and stop any attempt to privatize or weaken
We don't want the bad penny. On November thud, John Garamendi for Congress. The right
experience when we need it the most

JOHN GARAMENDI: I'm John Garamendi, and I approve this message.

Written text:

30-Year fighter for public schools
"School choice: Why You Need It - How To Get It" David Harmer 1994
"... Social Security needs to be cut and privatized ...and cut Medicare...*' Salt Lake Tribune
2.22.96
Fights for seniors, supports Social Security and Medicare
Garamendi for Congress
PAID FOR BY GARAMENDI FOR CONGRESS
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